
 

St. John’s Evangelical 

Lutheran Church 
 

 

Welcome to our visitors! 
 

• It is our hope and prayer that the message you hear today from God’s Word will fill 

your heart with the peace that only God can offer and the joy we have in knowing 

that Jesus Christ is our Savior from sin. 
 

• Restrooms are located at the far end of the entry area. 
 

• Large print service folders, assisted listening devices, children’s service folders and 

children’s worship notes are available from the ushers. 
 

• Parents may take small children into the entry area, mother’s room (at the back of the 

church), or nursery (lower level of church) as needed and follow the worship service 

on the TV monitor. Changing tables are available in the mother’s room and in the 

room adjacent to the nursery. 
 

• As the offering is received, members and guests are asked to sign the Friendship 

Register. Please pass the register to your neighbor and then return it to the center 

aisle. Visitors are also asked to fill out a guest card and give it to an usher. 
 

• The Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in our worship today. Scripture tells us that the 

Lord’s Supper is an expression of unity in God’s Word and a privilege reserved for 

those who have publicly confessed their oneness in faith. Therefore, we ask guests 

who are not members of WELS or ELS congregations to refrain from communion 

until such oneness can be established. We do not intend to be exclusive and 

unloving. Rather, we desire to faithfully carry out the teaching of Scripture and 

further explore God’s Word with you in the hope that we may eventually enjoy such 

“communion fellowship” together. For more information, please speak with one of 

our pastors. 



Ash Wednesday 

March 6, 2019 

 

Jesus Knew: He would be punished 

 
 

Prelude 

 

Opening Hymn Before You, God, the Judge of All 

Please stand to sing the final stanza Christian Worship 306 

 

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son      and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Instruction for the Beginning of Lent 

M: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with him, to love all 

humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, our 

neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. By our  

 sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment but to turn to him 

and live. Therefore, God in his mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under 

the law, to suffer for us, and to die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, to 

be sin for us so that in him, we might become the righteousness of God. 

 

 During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who 

for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand 

of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power of his resurrection, we 

must also know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death. As 

disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away 

from love of God and neighbor. 

                                                           
 
 Ash Wednesday: The 40-day season of Lent begins with the observance of Ash Wednesday, which 

can occur as early as February 4 and as late as March 10. In Biblical times, ashes were used to express 

grief or sorrow for sins committed. Many Christian churches celebrate Ash Wednesday with the 

imposition of ashes created from burning the palm branches from the previous year’s Palm Sunday. For 

more information on Ash Wednesday, see pg. 31 of Understanding Lutheran Worship, found in the 

hymnal rack. 
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 I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit 

yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time of 

reflection and self-examination. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

 

DIALOGUE FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 

 

M: Most holy and merciful Father,  

 

C: we confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault, by our own 

grievous fault, in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. 

 

M: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength. We have not loved our 

neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

 

M: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true to the mind 

of Christ. We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

 

M: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness: the pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in 

our lives, 

 

C: we confess to you, O Lord. 

 

M: Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily work and life, 

 

C: we confess to you, O Lord. 

 

M: Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that is in us, 

 

C: we confess to you, O Lord. 
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M: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and suffering 

and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

 

C: forgive us, O Lord. 

 

M: For what we think, say, or do that is at variance with your will, 

 

C: forgive us, O Lord. 

 

M: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

 

C: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

 

M: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation 

 

C: that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

 

M: By the cross and suffering of your Son, O Lord, 

 

C: bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

 

M: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners, but 

rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son       and of the Holy Spirit. During these days of Lent, let 

us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit. May we continue to abide in the true 

faith and at last be received by him through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

M: Let us pray. 

 Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive those 

who turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent of our sins 

and obtain your full and gracious pardon; through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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THE WORD 

 

First Lesson 2 Samuel 24:10-25 

David repents of his sin and seeks the mercy of the LORD. 

  

 David was conscience-stricken after he had counted the fighting men, and he said to the LORD, “I 

have sinned greatly in what I have done. Now, O LORD, I beg you, take away the guilt of your servant. I 

have done a very foolish thing.” 

 Before David got up the next morning, the word of the LORD had come to Gad the prophet, David’s 

seer: “Go and tell David, ‘This is what the LORD says: I am giving you three options. Choose one of 

them for me to carry out against you.’” 

 So Gad went to David and said to him, “Shall there come upon you three years of famine in your 

land? Or three months of fleeing from your enemies while they pursue you? Or three days of plague in 

your land? Now then, think it over and decide how I should answer the one who sent me.” 

 David said to Gad, “I am in deep distress. Let us fall into the hands of the LORD, for his mercy is 

great; but do not let me fall into the hands of men.” 

 So the LORD sent a plague on Israel from that morning until the end of the time designated, and 

seventy thousand of the people from Dan to Beersheba died. When the angel stretched out his hand to 

destroy Jerusalem, the LORD was grieved because of the calamity and said to the angel who was 

afflicting the people, “Enough! Withdraw your hand.” The angel of the LORD was then at the threshing 

floor of Araunah the Jebusite. 

 When David saw the angel who was striking down the people, he said to the LORD, “I am the one 

who has sinned and done wrong. These are but sheep. What have they done? Let your hand fall upon 

me and my family.” 

 On that day Gad went to David and said to him, “Go up and build an altar to the LORD on the 

threshing floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” So David went up, as the LORD had commanded through Gad. 

When Araunah looked and saw the king and his men coming toward him, he went out and bowed down 

before the king with his face to the ground. 

 Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to his servant?” 

 “To buy your threshing floor,” David answered, “so I can build an altar to the LORD, that the plague 

on the people may be stopped.” 

 Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take whatever pleases him and offer it up. Here are 

oxen for the burnt offering, and here are threshing sledges and ox yokes for the wood. O king, Araunah 

gives all this to the king.” Araunah also said to him, “May the LORD your God accept you.” 

 But the king replied to Araunah, “No, I insist on paying you for it. I will not sacrifice to the LORD 

my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing.” 

 So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen and paid fifty shekels of silver for them. David 

built an altar to the LORD there and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. Then the LORD 

answered prayer in behalf of the land, and the plague on Israel was stopped. 
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Psalm of the Day (3:30 p.m.) Psalm 51a 

David expresses repentance after being confronted with his guilt by Nathan. 

 

 

 

 Have mercy on me, O God, 

  according to your unfailing love. 

 

 Wash away all my iniquity, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 

 For I know my transgressions, 

  and my sin is always before me. Refrain 

 

 Against you, you only, have I sinned 

  and done what is evil in your sight. 

 

 Surely I was sinful at birth, 

  sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

   

 Hide your face from my sins, 

  and blot out all my iniquity. 

 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

  and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

  and to the Holy Spirit, 

 as it was in the beginning, 

  is now, and will be forever. Amen. Refrain 
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Psalm of the Day (6:45 p.m.) God, Have Mercy  

Adult Choir arranged by Hal H. Hopson  

 

 God, have mercy. To you I call: forgive my sin, blot out my transgressions. 

 Lord, restore the joy of my salvation. May I always sing your praise. 

 God, have mercy. Hide not your face from me. God, have mercy. 

  

 Lord, in you I rejoice. God of truth, God of mercy,  

 I will praise you, I will sing to you, I will go to your house, I will praise you. 

 

 God, have mercy. To you I call: forgive my sin, blot out my transgressions. 

 Lord, restore the joy of my salvation. May I always sing your praise. 

 God, have mercy. Hide not your face from me. O God, hear me. 

 

Second Lesson Revelation 3:14-22 

Jesus waits for repentance from lukewarm Christians. 

  

 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 

 These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. I know 

your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So, because you 

are lukewarm – neither hot nor cold – I am about to spit you out of my mouth. You say, ‘I am rich; I 

have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, 

poor, blind and naked. I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; 

and white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so 

you can see. 

 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and repent. Here I am! I stand at the door 

and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with 

me. 

 To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat 

down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches.” 

 

Verse of the Day  

M: Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love.  

 

Please stand 

 

 



pg. 8 

 

Gospel Luke 18:9-14 

The parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector illustrates the importance of repentance. 

  

 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus 

told this parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 

The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men – 

robbers, evildoers, adulterers – or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all 

I get.’ 

 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast 

and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who 

exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”   
 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ. 

 

Be seated 

 

Anthem (3:30 p.m.) In Dark Gethsemane 

Junior Choir by Trevor Manor  

 

 Christ Jesus knew a garden fair where long hours he would stay. 

 His followers would find him there, his fav’rite place to pray. 

 Upon a hushed and lonely hill, beneath the olive tree,  

 The Savior learned his Father’s will in dark Gethsemane. 

 

 Our God once made a garden fair for the first man and wife. 

 The Father often met them there, where first he gave them life. 

 But their rebellion cursed our race with sin’s harsh penalty. 

 And now breaks forth the dawn of grace in dark Gethsemane! 

 

 Dear God, I thank you for your Son who showed his love for me 

 By praying, “Lord, your will be done,” in dark Gethsemane. 

  

 As Jesus prayed, great drops of blood fell from his weary head, 

 And falling, drenched earth’s sin-dried sod while with his God he pled, 

 “Dear Father, if it is your will, remove death’s cup from me.” 

 Bu all around was mute and still in dark Gethsemane. 
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 Dear God, I thank you for your Son who showed his love for me: 

 Who knelt and prayed, “Your will be done,” then walked to Calvary. 

 

Anthem (6:45 p.m.) Lamb of God 

Adult Choir by Carl Heinrich Graun  

 

 Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

 Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 

Hymn of the Day In Adam We Have All Been One 

         Christian Worship 396 

 

Sermon Luke 18:9-14 

 

“Time for a Change” 

 

Please stand 

 

Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

 He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who 

has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 

the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Be seated 
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Offering 

 

The members of St. John’s have joined together to do the Lord’s work  

in our community and around the world, and our offerings are  

a joyful response of our faith. To submit your offering electronically, 

 scan the QR code or visit www.sjtosa.org/giving. If you are a visitor today,  

you are welcome but not obligated to give an offering. 

 

Please stand 

 

Prayer of the Church for Ash Wednesday 

M: Now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. Let us pray for the people of God 

in Christ Jesus and for all people that, through repentance and reception of the gospel, he may 

draw us close to himself.  Lord God, heavenly Father, we rejoice that you set your Son’s 

sacrifice between us and sin’s reward.  

 

C: By your Spirit, work in us through the gospel, give us repentant hearts, make our faith 

firm in Christ, and enliven us to serve you willingly. Have mercy upon us, O God, 

according to your unfailing love. 

 

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, renew your Church throughout the world that it may constantly 

look to Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.  

 

C: Bless us with faithful ministers who always proclaim Christ’s cross and resurrection for 

the salvation of the world. Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your unfailing love. 

 

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, in your mercy you abundantly supply our needs of body and soul. 

Put in us the mind of Christ, that in humility and generosity – considering not only our own 

interests, but also the interests of others – we would be merciful to those in need around us.  

 

C: Direct our efforts to help poor, lonely, troubled, and ill people. Have mercy upon us, O 

God, according to your unfailing love. 

 

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, comfort all who mourn the death of loved ones with your Son’s 

death that destroyed death and with his resurrection that opened the kingdom of heaven to all 

believers.  

 

C: Teach us to number our days aright that we may gain a heart of wisdom. Have mercy 

upon us, O God, according to your unfailing love. 

 

http://www.sjtosa.org/giving
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M: Lord God, heavenly Father, look with favor upon all sick, injured, and recovering people. If it 

be your will, deliver them from their infirmities.  

 

C: Let them hear of your unfailing love. Have mercy upon us, O God, according to your 

unfailing love. 

 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow 

 

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, we praise you that you have delivered the saints who have gone 

before us from this world of dust and ashes to paradise. As their prayers continually ascend 

before your throne, join our prayers to theirs as fragrant incense.  

 

C: Hear us for the sake of him who was crucified for us and always intercedes on our behalf, 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

 Give us today our daily bread.  

 Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

 Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 

 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 
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M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

 

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the 

gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who 

overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on 

earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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Words of Institution 

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 

 thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body, which is 

 given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 

 Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

 is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

 this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

 

 

Be seated 
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To receive communion, please proceed down the center aisle and exit via the side aisles.  

Grape juice is available in the center of the individual cup tray for those unable to receive wine. 

Personal prayers for communion can be found on pg. 11 of Christian Worship. 

 

Distribution Hymns The Lamb (see pg. 17) 

  Christian Worship Supplement 714 

 

O Sacred Head, Now Wounded 

        Christian Worship 105 

 

Lord Jesus Christ, You Have Prepared 

        Christian Worship 312 

 

Please stand 

 

THANKSGIVING 

 

 
 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 
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M: Lord God, as we begin another Lenten season, fix before our eyes the cross and our deep need 

for a Savior. Look with mercy on this your church and grant to us your Holy Spirit that our 

hearts may be contrite, our faith steadfast and immovable, and our hope built securely upon the 

willing sacrifice of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

 

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The Lord look on you with favor and      give you peace. 

 

 

Be seated 

 

Closing Hymn Savior, When in Dust to You (stanza 1) 

Christian Worship 124 

 

Announcements 

 

Postlude 

 

If you do not wish to take your service folder home, please place it in the basket so it can be reused. 
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Serving at Worship 
 

Preacher Pastor Eric Schroeder 

 

Presiding Minister Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 

Lector Pastor Joel Leyrer 

 

Musicians Lynn Kozlowski, organ 

 Terry Buske, piano (3:30 p.m.) 

 Silas Ebeling & John Handeland, French horn (3:30 p.m.) 

 

Junior Choir Director Mandy Treder 

 

Adult Choir Director Dr. William Braun 

 

Communion Assistants Dave Leyrer, Keith Hackbarth, Kerry Kuehn (3:30 p.m.) 

 Greg Martin, Adam Sipe, Jeff Scheibe (6:45 p.m.) 

 

Head Ushers Keith Hackbarth, Students (3:30 p.m.)  

 Kerry Kuehn (6:45 p.m.) 

 

AV Operator  Lezlie Espana 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Acknowledgements (reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-709971, all rights reserved) 

The Common Service, adapted by James E. Engel. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House.  

“Psalm 51a” Tune Patricia Craig © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. Tone Paul Bunjes © 1982 Concordia  

 Publishing House. 

“God, Have Mercy” Text based on Psalm 51. 

“In Dark Gethsemane” Text © 2015 Choristers Guild. 

“Lamb of God” Text public domain. 

“The Lamb” Text and tune © 1987 Birnamwood Publications. 
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Lenten Worship Opportunities 
 

St. John’s midweek Lenten services are held on Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. 

Lenten fellowship meals will be served between services beginning at 4:30 p.m. 

 
March 6 – Ash Wednesday (3:30 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. Communion Services) 

 Menu: Ham and rolls 

 

March 13 – Midweek Lent 2 

 Theme: “Love One Another” 

 Preacher: Pastor Tom Kneser 

 Menu: Fiesta night 

 
March 20 – Midweek Lent 3  

 Theme: “I Am He” 

 Preacher: Pastor Kyle Bitter 

 Menu: Sloppy joes 

 
March 27 – Midweek Lent 4 

 Theme: “What Is Truth?” 

 Preacher: Pastor Josh Zarling 

 Menu: Italian night 

 
April 3 – Midweek Lent 5 

 Theme: “Watch and Pray!”  

 Preacher: Pastor Aaron Robinson  

 Menu: Pulled pork 

 
April 10 – Midweek Lent 6 

 Theme: “Take Him Away” 

 Preacher: Pastor Ben Wessel 

 Menu: Build your own burger bar 

 
April 18 – Maundy Thursday (3:30 p.m. and 6:45 p.m. Communion Services)  

 
April 19 – Good Friday (1:00 p.m. Communion Service) 

 

April 19 – Good Friday (6:45 p.m. Tenebrae Service) 

 
April 21 – Easter Sunday (6:00 a.m. Sunrise Service) 

 
April 21 – Easter Sunday (8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Festival Services) 


